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                        What Are the Best Methods for Securing PDFs with DRM?
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                Whether you are sharing business reports, education materials, presentations, ebooks, or any documents containing sensitive information, it is crucial that unauthorized individuals cannot access, tamper, or copy the information. One widely used and efficient format for information sharing is PDF files. Due to their ease of distribution, it is important that these files be protected for unauthorised use or distribution. This is where Digital Rights Management (DRM) comes into play. 
                            

                        

                    

                

            


            
                
            


            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        DRM essentially controls who can access a file, and what they can do with that file. It is a systematic approach to copyright protection for digital media. But how does it apply to PDF files and what are the best methods for securing PDFs with DRM? Let’s break it down for you.
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        1. **PDF Security Settings**: The easiest way to secure a PDF is by using the security settings available in PDF file readers and creators, like Adobe Acrobat. Users can add a password, restrict editing, printing, copying of content, and adding comments or form fields. However, this method doesn’t provide strong protection as the password can easily be shared or the restrictions can be circumvented using various software tools available on the internet. 
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        2. **Watermarking**: Another method is to add a visible or invisible watermark to your documents. A watermark is a text or a picture that appears on top or behind the content, it identifies the rightful owner and deters plagiarism or unauthorized redistribution. However, using only watermarks for security is not highly recommended as they can be removed using certain software.
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        3. **Document Encryption**: A more secure method is document encryption it involves encoding a message or information in such a way that only authorized parties can access it. When you encrypt a PDF, the information within it is scrambled, and a decryption key (password) is required to unscramble it. 
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        4. **Third-party DRM solutions**: While all the above methods help to some extent, they are not foolproof. For the highest level of protection, third-party enterprise DRM solutions should be considered. These solutions provide features like dynamic watermarks, preventing screenshots, revoking access after distribution, print and copy protection, and tracking document usage. They provide a granular level of control that is essential for enterprises dealing with sensitive data.
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        One such tool that offers reliable PDF/document protection is HelpRange. HelpRange provides an online platform where you can easily upload your files, secure them with advanced DRM, track who is reading them, control file permissions, and gain insights from advanced analytics. The strong point about HelpRange is that it doesn't just secure your documents, but also helps you to understand how your documents are being used by providing usage analytics. 
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        5. **Secure PDF Viewer**: Some DRM solutions, like HelpRange, offer a secure PDF viewer. With this, your PDF files can be securely viewed without any risk of being downloaded or printed. These viewers restrict the ways your PDF can be interactively used, you can even control who can access your document and for how long.
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        6. **Secure Content Delivery Network (CDN)**: Using a secure CDN can ensure that your resources are only accessible from your own website. This is important if you have premium content that you want to restrict access to. 
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        7. **Licensing servers**: License servers are used by DRM solutions to authenticate the credentials of users. They keep track of the subscribers, the number of devices they can use to access the files, and the duration for which they can access the data. 
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Whilst choosing a security method for your PDFs, you should make sure the method is compatible with your workflow and does not disrupt your operations. It is also recommended to choose a method that allows you to adapt your security measures to the level of threat and the sensitivity of your data. 
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        In conclusion, PDF security is an essential part of data protection. While the right technique depends on the types of files you are protecting, and the sensitivity of the data contained in the PDF file, combining DRM with other security practices such as strong password policies, watermarking, and encryption can provide a comprehensive solution. Embracing tools like HelpRange can add an extra layer of protection, ensure that only authorized persons can access your files, and provide valuable insights into how your content is used.
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                
            
            
                
                    
                        
                            Check out HelpRange


                            
                                HelpRange is "Next-Gen Documents Protection & Analytics Platform". HelpRange represents the cutting-edge platform for document access controls and in-depth analytics, ensuring superior management and usage insights for your documents.
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